Illinois Wesleyan University

Digital Commons @ IWU
John Wesley Powell Student Research
Conference

2009, 20th Annual JWP Conference

Apr 18th, 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM

Spanish Language Use Among Hispanic Bilinguals: The Role of
the Mother Tongue in the Formation of Cultural Identity
Katie Heaney, '09
Illinois Wesleyan University

Christina Isabelli, Faculty Advisor
Illinois Wesleyan University

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/jwprc

Heaney, '09, Katie and Isabelli, Faculty Advisor, Christina, "Spanish Language Use Among
Hispanic Bilinguals: The Role of the Mother Tongue in the Formation of Cultural Identity"
(2009). John Wesley Powell Student Research Conference. 3.
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/jwprc/2009/oralpres4/3

This Event is protected by copyright and/or related rights. It has been brought to you by Digital
Commons @ IWU with permission from the rights-holder(s). You are free to use this material in any
way that is permitted by the copyright and related rights legislation that applies to your use. For
other uses you need to obtain permission from the rights-holder(s) directly, unless additional rights
are indicated by a Creative Commons license in the record and/ or on the work itself. This material
has been accepted for inclusion by faculty at Illinois Wesleyan University. For more information,
please contact digitalcommons@iwu.edu.
©Copyright is owned by the author of this document.

THE JOHN WESLEY POWELL STUDENT RESEARCH CONFERENCE - APRIL

2009

Oral Presentation 04.3

SPANISH LANGUAGE USE AMONG mspANlC BILINGUALS: THE ROLE OF THE
MOTHER TONGUE IN THE FORMATION OF CULTURAL IDENTITY

Katie Heaney and Christina Isabelli *
Hispanic Studies Department, Illinois Wesleyan University

Sociolinguistic studies on minority languages often cite the relationship between language use
and cultural identity, asserting that the maintenance of one's mother tongue contributes to that
individual' s sense of self and of community. The present study examines this relationship, and
theorizes that a higher level of minority-language use (in this case, Spanish) is conducive to a
stronger sense of belonging and· identity within the minority community. A 30-question survey
was distributed to 1 5-20 bilingual Hispanic employees at State Farm Insurance, a predominantly
white workplace setting, in Bloomington, Illinois. This case study provides a focused insight
into the arena of minority identity. The findings of this study indicate a positive correlation
between one's level of Spanish use and hislher sense of belonging to, and identity within, the
larger Hispanic community.

